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What famous bird should make
a cameo in Angry Birds?

The Oriole bird

THEEROKEMPLATE Yia TWITTER

Big Bird, hands down. He'll be a bonus bird
thar uges his enormaous height o just kick
the whale pusle down. Game over
BMOREABRLD VA TWITTER

Larry Bird
HANTYHAMMEL VIA TWITTER

Birdo from “Super Mario Bros. 2]
A BN ARIER ROK V1A TWITTER

Woody Woodpecker!

ELENEZITHALDN Y TWITTER

The Aftac Ducle, He's angry beesuse his
vodoe was taloen pway,
BRANDGMN LI NTO N Wik FACEROOK

Rood Bunner, Beep, heep,
BOn MOZEIEA Vi FACERDOK

Foghorn Leghorn! Tgot chills juse thinl-
ing ahoue it, LOL
CARMIE HUTZLER SHEANM AN VA FACEEDOK

Toe!
FAT GAVIM V1A FACEEDOH

[Sam| the Eggrle from the Muppets.
BRYOM BEELY GRAY VIA FACEROGK

The albatross from =Rescuers Down Under®
JOEH MEHAMARA VI FACEROOK

Toucan Saim, Haven't seen him in a Froot
Loaps cammimercial in forever, so he's alwi-
ounsly angry [and] inemployed
M ARNLIN PFOITE R Vi FACEBDOE

Lady Bird Johnson
MEEHAH HOPRINS VA FACEBOOK

The Tootzsie Roll Owl [or] Looney Tune’s Beaky

Buzzard. “Nope Nope. Nape”
JUANITA PEHACID VIA FACEROOK
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= ANGRY BIRDS: SQUAWK AND AWE

BY JORDAN BARTEL. B

ngry Birds players don't care what vou think, They don’t care
if vou judge them as they play everywhere — as they wait for a
table at a restaurant, a doctor's appointment, adrink at a bar,
All they care about is using their cadre ol birds to [end off evil
pigs who stole their egps.
T have experienced Angry Birds obsession without ever hav-
ing played the game. 1 recently met up with a group of friends
for dinner in Federal Hill. When a couple of more people arrived and joined us, one
of them sat down and within seconds whipped out her phone,
“I'm sorry;” she said. “1 have to finish this level” Cocletails and conversation would

have to wait.

Everyvone nodded in silent acceptance. We hadn't plaved ourselves but understood its
power, We walched her play for a mimute or two, her eyves widening and fingers flicker-

ing as she shung her birds into pigs.
All we could do was wait.

FLOCKING TO ANGRY BIRDS

Whao's plaving Angry Birds these days? “Evervone,
Peter Vesterbacka, the marketing exec for Rovia,
which created the mame, said at this month's South
By Southwest conference in Austn, Texas,

This manth, Angry Birds reached 100 million
dovwnloads across itz mobile platforms — including
the iFhone and Android-powered phones, Since its
dibut in December 2002, Angry Birds has sat stop

pivid app sales on (Tunes in the usual-suspect coiin-
fries, such asthe United Srates and China, bur it's also
the Mo, 1 paid game in areas most cannot lneate on a
map — Macau and Malta and Moldova, Rovio, basad
just outside Halsnki, has reporred profits of 570 mil-
lion fromy Angry Birds and recently secured $4.2 mil-
lom in Anancial backing The company was an (e
brinl of bankruptoy just bwo years ago, An animabed
TV show is in the worli: So i a board game, People

b freedaily

Ainner child and break stuff)” savs Dy-

eonpgregate, share tips and search for
game news on fan sites such a5 angmy-
‘birds.net and angrvbird snest.com.

O a basic level Anpry Binds 15 5
elever pame that's casy to play, portable
and challenging without being compli-
gated, It's cheap (59 cents via 1T unes;
free for Android phones), but seet as a
quality mnbile gaming experience. 1t's
illy and random and weird, and that's
exactly what people like abour it

“Evervone wants m unleash their

Inn TEates, a 27-vear-aold Angry Binds
addice who lives in Middle River. =T
lowe viden zames, hut I've never heen
sucked into a video game like T have
with Anpry Birds”

ROWIED'S CEDQ M

It's no longer just a game. Tt's 8 whole EmnEn n“mw"

world,

"We'ne building an integrated enter- CONSOLE GAMERS

tanment franchise where merchan-
dising, pumes, movies, TV, comics, car-

toons and comics all come topether”  MOSILE SOGIAL RAMERS

Vesterbackn told the UK. version of
Wired, © Like Dispey 20"
IF they can ke on men green pigs,

surely Angry Birds can give a vermin

lile Mickey Mousea run for his monew

HOOKED

Kates downloaded Angry Birds last August, and he's

heen plaving every day since then. “Tr's just mtally

addictive.” he said. "T probably played it four hours

strairht the first tirme. You just get sucked in”
Hegots engrossed and distracted, “One night Twas

kind-of stuck in the game and all of a sudden my wife

b free daily

47T% male

BARINCE FRATNAT CUM

wialked into the room, did a bird dance and dove on
me like she wasan Angey Bird. T think itwasthe only
way foger my attention,” he aaid, laughing,

Ty Brown also hecame instantly hooked after be-
ingr introduced by a friend who was addicred. “Tts a
ridiculousy fun way 1o relieve angar,” said Brown,
34, who lives in Bolton Hill, “The first time, T played

KAEL HED (LEFT} AND
FETER YESTERBACKA THANES GCTTY

Justa few of the odd, pwesome ways Angry
Rirds has invaded pop culture

CONAN DESTROYS HIM
Conan OY'Brien, ever the savwy -
culture referencer, used a life-size
Angry Birds setup earlier this month 1o
wreck a boombox blasting that god-awtul
Kim Kardashizn song,. “The only way to
make this hormible song stop is brusing the
Anpry Birds to destrov it, and the sooner
the berter.” he said.
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OEST. DAD. EVER.

Rritish gent Mike Cooper de-

cided to create a playvabls An-
gy Birds calee for his son's ath hirthd ay.
The tech blog he writes for, electricpig
ecok, features a video and a hovar-to poide
Diad, we're not tooold for this @it

MOVIE, TV?

Bumors heve been Hoating

pround for months that Angry
Birds will be sdapted into a movie or TV
shnw, Hew, if NBC can give Paal Heiser o job
Bgain -

FAMOUS PEOPLE LOVE IT?

“hdad Men's" Jom Hamm has

expressed his dorky Angry Rirds

lve, Salonan Rushdie has called himself

“something of 1 master” (Wharever, Rushd ie
Brimgit!) But our favarite famous fanis Thick
Cheney, wha, in a recent “Today
Show™ interview, said his 3-vear-
old grandson was teaching him
how tousc an Pad to play pamcs
“Angry Birds' or something like
that” he sakd That's the Cheney
version of a ringing endorsemert.
JORDAN BANTEL. B
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an hour. The second time, 1t
was an hour end a half. I think
I pleovedd the entire time the Os-
CATS WeTe i

Aond even more casual ploy-
ers foll for the gamse. Laurel
regident AcacinSears, 27, played
“noa-stop” fora lew weeksalter
heriPhone dow nload last Nevember, Joe Sterne resisted
the gameas mich a5 he could hecause he heard hoss ad-
dictive it could be. Mow when he was a fres moment, 10
minutes to fill, he plays, “Tliken it to the Leagand of Zelda’
effect” says the 25-vear-old Federal Hill resident. “Tfyou
can get appeal through a wide variety of audiences age-
wise, anywhere from a 6- to §0-vear-old, that pivots over
to pop-culture consciousness,”

Angry Birds has beon an interesting case study in
mobile paming for Jason Farman, An assistant profes-
gor at the University of Marvland Collere Pares digatal
cultures and creativity program, Farman studies com-
puting culture and mobike technology, He savs Angry
Birds demands low time investment and vields high,
personal reward = you earn stars and developing tra-
jectory strategiesas the gome progresses, And thereare
Pwo divergent social aspeces toit,

“On one hand, there's an antizocial aspect, People
wse mohile phones to cocoon themsehves in public en-
and  you
see people playing
the game on the

VIPONTTE NS,

BIG BIRDS, BIG BUCKS

$284 million

value of Rovio, according
to Finnish business
wehbsite Taouselama

metrn” Farman said, “0n che other hand, there's a real
pleasure in watching each other play the game. The
grory is thin here, bt it's enough fo keep us going™

CHANGING THE MOBILE- GAMING GAM L

And its enough o sustain the ever-expanding Angry
Birds hrand. Plavers like Angry Birds because updates
are frequent — the game launched with 63 levels and
now boasts 240, People love the characters so nwch thar
thev'll buy en 51199 phish bird or a $70 Angry Birds-
themed 1Pad 2 cover.

“With Angry Birds we heve successfully lannched
oot only a strong brand,” satd Mikae]l Hed, who found-
ed Bovio with cousin Niklas Hed, "but also a whole new
entertainment ranchize” according o The Holtvwood
Reporter,

"One thing that Rovio has done so well i create this
trass-ia ket appeal ara really important shilt in mo-
bile culture," says Farman, “We're using our phones in
ways we haven't before, It has become a commaon ar-
ticle that defines vour everyday life”
At last month's Game TDevelopers Conference, the

The average age of a mobile
phone gamer, compared with

34 on consoles

SEUNEE FLUNRY COM

$42 million

total funding Rovio has
received toward

its expansion

$70 million

Ravio's profits from
Angry Birds

S DLNCE-NEVID

big question was “How do we become the next Angry
Rinds? Farman said, Prior to the iPhone, vour typical
celiphone came pre-loaded with standard Fare (poler
and more poker!). That has all changed. And now the
industry is changing az well. “The gaming comrmunity
sees the popularity of games like Angry Birds and ad-
toires ithut also sees itas a threat)” Farman says

Rowio st happy just keeping Angry Birds mobile. Ie
comes to Facehook in May, and & version for Windows
Phone 715 in the works, Thowgh Rovios firting with
Nintendo DS and Xbox360 CAngry Birds iz elready on
PlavStation3). Farman says Anyry Birds has helped
usher inanew eraof mobile guming,

“Tublets and mobile phones are now seen as aviable
medium for game design.” he says "You'll be secing
e and morce complex and well-designed games for
that media”

1 WOULD GET THAT SHIRT"

“There is this shirt, My wife found it,” says Kates, “1t's
on Threadless, They made true-to-life Angry Birds on
apaE”

A quick search uncovers the covered shirt, T's £20 and
depicts a green pir head on a platter. Tnnocent-boaldmne
red, blue and yellow birds perch on the head.

“T would got that shirt”™ Ketes says, “T would watch a
TV shown Dwould gee o setof plush dolls”

To Kates, Anpry Birds can do nowrong — or has done
no wrong yet. Even when a phone malfunction focced
the deletion of & pame, Kates looked ot is as "an exeuse
o play the Fame again.”

Kates is the type of plaver Bovio loves, He's not frus-
trafed when be's stuck on some levels for theee days in
arvow — he koves that challenge, He's utterly devoted o
this silly, random game, He holds on lor every updane
and celebrares after avery level mastersd,

He could sling these damn hirds all day long.

“Tt's one of the frst things T do when T take out my
phone,” he says. “T chack Facshook and then go to An-
ary Binds"

Jordon Barrel 15 assistant eattor ar B, Emai! em ae
Jordaniibtheste.com or follow lrm on Twatter,
Afordanbarte
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